
St. Paul Lutheran Church
3rd Sunday of Easter

April 18, 2021

Pastor: David Reim   Phone: 549-5250 Pianist:  Julie Reim

Here I Stand! 

Read Before the Service:  Psalm 2  Hymnal page 123

Opening Prayer
Lord God, our heavenly Father, as we gather in your presence this 

morning to hear your word and to worship you.  We thank you for 
giving us your word which reveals your grace and the only way to 
eternal life.  Grant that we may stand firmly on your Holy Word as 
your faithful servants of old.  Open our hearts to hear Your word and 
move us to apply that message to our lives. In Jesus’ name we pray.

Amen.  
 

Opening Hymn:  758  Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation
1 Christ is made the sure foundation, Christ our head and cornerstone,

Chosen of the Lord and precious, binding all the church in one;
Holy Zion's help forever, and her confidence alone.

2 To this temple, where we call you, Come, O Lord of hosts, and stay;
Come with all your loving-kindness, Hear Your people as they pray.

And Your fullest benediction Speak within these walls today.

3 Grant, we pray, to all Your faithful All the gifts they ask to gain,
What they gain from You forever with the blessed to retain,

And hereafter in Your glory Evermore with You to reign.

5 Praise and honor to the Father, Praise and honor to the Son,
Praise and honor to the Spirit, Ever Three and ever One,

One in might, and One in glory, While unending ages run.

Invocation: 
In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: 
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The Importance of this Day in History

Confession of Sins:
P:  Beloved in the Lord!  Let us draw near with a true heart and 
confess our sins unto God, our Father, asking him to forgive us for 
the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Our help is in the name of the Lord.

C: 

P: I said, I will confess my transgressions to the Lord.
C:
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The Diet of Worms - April 17-18, 1521 
500 years later

Who made   heav - en  and      earth



C & P:  O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable 
sinner, confess to You all my sins and iniquities with which I have 
offended You.  I justly deserve Your temporal and eternal 
punishment.  But I am truly sorry for my sins and sincerely 
repent of them, and I pray, of Your boundless mercy and for the 
sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a 
poor, sinful being.
P:  Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called 
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God to all of you, and in 
the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you 
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit.
C: 

Historical Introduction:

Old Testament Reading:  Daniel 3:8-27     
8 Therefore at that time certain Chaldeans came forward and accused 
the Jews. 9 They spoke and said to King Nebuchadnezzar, “O king, 
live forever! 10 You, O king, have made a decree that everyone who 
hears the sound of the horn, flute, harp, lyre, and psaltery, in 
symphony with all kinds of music, shall fall down and worship the 
gold image; 11 and whoever does not fall down and worship shall be 
cast into the midst of a burning fiery furnace. 12 There are certain 
Jews whom you have set over the affairs of the province of Babylon: 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego; these men, O king, have not 
paid due regard to you. They do not serve your gods or worship the 
gold image which you have set up.”
13 Then Nebuchadnezzar, in rage and fury, gave the command to 
bring Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego. So they brought these 
men before the king. 14 Nebuchadnezzar spoke, saying to them, “Is it 
true, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego, that you do not serve my 
gods or worship the gold image which I have set up? 15 Now if you 
are ready at the time you hear the sound of the horn, flute, harp, lyre, 
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and psaltery, in symphony with all kinds of music, and you fall down 
and worship the image which I have made, good! But if you do not 
worship, you shall be cast immediately into the midst of a burning 
fiery furnace. And who is the god who will deliver you from my 
hands?”
16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego answered and said to the 
king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer you in this 
matter. 17 If that is the case, our God whom we serve is able to 
deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and He will deliver us from 
your hand, O king. 18 But if not, let it be known to you, O king, that 
we do not serve your gods, nor will we worship the gold image 
which you have set up.”
19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was full of fury, and the expression on his 
face changed toward Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego. He spoke 
and commanded that they heat the furnace seven times more than it 
was usually heated. 20 And he commanded certain mighty men of 
valor who were in his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-
Nego, and cast them into the burning fiery furnace. 21 Then these 
men were bound in their coats, their trousers, their turbans, and their 
other garments, and were cast into the midst of the burning fiery 
furnace. 22 Therefore, because the king’s command was urgent, and 
the furnace exceedingly hot, the flame of the fire killed those men 
who took up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego. 23 And these 
three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego, fell down bound 
into the midst of the burning fiery furnace.
24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished; and he rose in haste 
and spoke, saying to his counselors, “Did we not cast three men 
bound into the midst of the fire?” They answered and said to the 
king, “True, O king.”  25 “Look!” he answered, “I see four men 
loose, walking in the midst of the fire; and they are not hurt, and the 
form of the fourth is like the Son of God.”  
26 Then Nebuchadnezzar went near the mouth of the burning fiery 
furnace and spoke, saying, “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego, 
servants of the Most High God, come out, and come here.” Then 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego came from the midst of the fire. 
27 And the satraps, administrators, governors, and the king’s 
counselors gathered together, and they saw these men on whose 
bodies the fire had no power; the hair of their head was not singed 
nor were their garments affected, and the smell of fire was not on 
them.  
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Acts 4:8-20
8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the 
people and elders of Israel: 9 If we this day are judged for a good 
deed done to a helpless man, by what means he has been made well, 
10 let it be known to you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by 
the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom 
God raised from the dead, by Him this man stands here before you 
whole. 11 This is the ‘stone which was rejected by you builders, 
which has become the chief cornerstone.’ 12 Nor is there salvation in 
any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men 
by which we must be saved.”
13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and 
perceived that they were uneducated and untrained men, they 
marveled. And they realized that they had been with Jesus. 14 And 
seeing the man who had been healed standing with them, they could 
say nothing against it. 15 But when they had commanded them to go 
aside out of the council, they conferred among themselves, 
16 saying, “What shall we do to these men? For, indeed, that a 
notable miracle has been done through them is evident to all who 
dwell in Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it. 17 But so that it spreads 
no further among the people, let us severely threaten them, that from 
now on they speak to no man in this name.”
18 So they called them and commanded them not to speak at all nor 
teach in the name of Jesus. 19 But Peter and John answered and said 
to them, “Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you more 
than to God, you judge. 20 For we cannot but speak the things which 
we have seen and heard.”

The Gradual: Psalm 2:1-8
P: Why do the nations rage, and the people plot a vain thing? 
 C: The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take 

counsel together, against the Lord and against His Anointed, 
saying, 

P: “Let us break Their bonds in pieces and cast away Their cords 
from us.” 

 C: He who sits in the heavens shall laugh; The Lord shall hold 
them in derision. 

P:  Then He shall speak to them in His wrath, and distress them in 
His deep displeasure: 

 C: “Yet I have set My King on My holy hill of Zion.” 
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P: “I will declare the decree: The Lord has said to Me, ‘You are My 
Son, Today I have begotten You.’ 

 C: Ask of Me, and I will give You the nations for Your 
inheritance, and the ends of the earth for Your possession.’” 

Gospel Reading:  John 20:24-31
24 Now Thomas, called the Twin, one of the twelve, was not with 
them when Jesus came. 25 The other disciples therefore said to him, 
“We have seen the Lord.”  So he said to them, “Unless I see in His 
hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the 
nails, and put my hand into His side, I will not believe.”
26 And after eight days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas 
with them. Jesus came, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, 
and said, “Peace to you!” 27 Then He said to Thomas, “Reach your 
finger here, and look at My hands; and reach your hand here, and put 
it into My side. Do not be unbelieving, but believing.”
28 And Thomas answered and said to Him, “My Lord and my God!”
29 Jesus said to him, “Thomas, because you have seen Me, you have 
believed. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have 
believed.”  30 And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence 
of His disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these are 
written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, 
and that believing you may have life in His name.

Confession of Faith:  The Apostles Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended 
into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended 
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 
almighty.  From there He will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.   

Hymn: 192 st. 1, 3-8  Awake, My Heart, with Gladness
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  1. Awake, my heart, with gladness,  See what today is done,
        Now after gloom and sadness  Comes forth the glorious Sun!
       For Christ again is free;  In glorious victory
        He who is strong to save  Has triumphed o'er the grave.

 3. This is a sight that gladdens;   What peace it doth impart!
        Now nothing ever saddens  The joy within my heart;
      No gloom shall ever shake,   No foe shall ever take,
        The hope which God's own Son  In love for me hath won.

 4. Now hell, its prince, the devil,  Of all their power are shorn;
        Now I am safe from evil,  And sin I laugh to scorn.
      Grim death with all his might   Cannot my soul affright;
        He is a powerless form,  Howe'er he rave and storm.

 5. The world against me rageth,   Its fury I disdain;
        Though bitter war it wageth,  Its work is all in vain.
      My heart from care is free,  No trouble troubles me.
        Misfortune now is play,  And night is bright as day.

 6. Now I will cling forever  To Christ, my Savior true;
        My Lord will leave me never,   Whate'er He passes through.
      He rends Death's iron chain,   He breaks through sin and pain,
        He shatters hell's dark thrall, -  I follow through it all.

 7. To halls of heavenly splendor  With Him I penetrate;
        And trouble ne'er may hinder  Nor make me hesitate.
      Let tempests rage at will,   My Savior shields me still;
        He grants abiding peace   And bids all tumult cease.

 8. He brings me to the portal  That leads to bliss untold
        Whereon this rime immortal  Is found in script of gold:
      "Who there My cross hath shared   Finds here a crown prepared;
        Who there with Me has died   Shall here be glorified.”
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Sermon Text:   Galatians 5:1  
“Stand fast therefore in the liberty by 
which Christ has made us free, and do 
not be entangled again with a yoke of 

bondage.” 

    Today’s Theme:

The Only Safe Place to 
Stand!

Hymn:  370  My Hope is Build on 
Nothing Less
1. My hope is built on nothing less   Than Jesus' blood and righteousness;
        I dare not trust the sweetest frame,  But wholly lean on Jesus' name.
        On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand;   All other ground is sinking sand.

2. When darkness veils His lovely face,  I rest on His unchanging grace;
        In every high and stormy gale  My anchor holds within the veil.
        On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand;  All other ground is sinking sand.

3. His oath, His covenant, and blood  Support me in the whelming flood;
      When every earthly prop gives way,  He then is all my Hope and Stay.
        On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand;  All other ground is sinking sand.

4. When He shall come with trumpet sound, Oh, may I then in Him be found,
        Clothed in His righteousness alone,  Faultless to stand before the throne!
        On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand;   All other ground is sinking sand.

Prayers of the Church:

The Lord’s Prayer: Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name; 
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this 
day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil; 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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P:  The peace of God which surpasses all understanding, shall keep 
your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.

The Benediction: 
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine upon 
you and be gracious to you.  The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and 
give you peace. 
C:  

Closing Hymn:  465  Christ Is Our Corner-Stone
    1. Christ is our Corner-stone,  On Him alone we build;
        With His true saints alone  The courts of heaven are filled.
        On His great love   Our hopes we place
        Of present grace  And joys above.
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   2. Oh, then, with hymns of praise  These hallowed courts shall ring;
        Our voices we will raise   The three in One to sing
        And thus proclaim   In joyful song,
        Both loud and long,   That glorious name.

   3. Here, gracious God, do Thou    Forevermore draw nigh;
        Accept each faithful vow   And mark each suppliant sigh.
        In copious shower  On all who pray
        Each holy day,  Thy blessing pour.

   4. Here may we gain from heaven  The grace which we implore,
        And may that grace, once given,  Be with us evermore
        Until that day   When all the blest
        To endless rest   Are called away!

†  †  †

Scripture Treasure to Remember
Psalm 61:2

“From the end of the earth I will cry to You, When my heart is overwhelmed; 
Lead me to the rock that is higher than I.”

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Today -  Stay connected on Zoom after the worship service today for our 
Bible Study.  We will take a closer look at the Joint Statement in preparation 
for the Convention this Summer.  They will need to make a final decision if it 
is suitable as a settlement of the past disagreement with the WELS on the 
separation of fellowship from church bodies.  
Tuesday - 9:00 - 12:00 Pacific Coast Pastoral Conference on Zoom.

Catechism with Justine and Mattea at 4:00.  
Wednesday - Pastoral Conference resumes 9:00 - 12:00. 

Bible Study with Karrie at 3:00
Thursday- Nursing home visit at 2:00 
Friday -  Catechism Class at 4:30

Praying for our Family
We pray for our dear sister in Russia, Flora Turenko who is experiencing 
unexplained pain in her foot and ankle.  May God grant her relief.  

10



Voter’s Meeting  
Our second Quarter Voter’s meeting is planned for Sunday May 2nd after 

our worship service.  Some of the items for discussion will be the treasurer’s 
report, our Summer plans (VBS, Youth Camp).  If you have any thoughts on 
these matters or if you have anything else you would like the voters to 
discuss, please speak to one of the voters or to the pastor.   

CLC News
The Coordinating Council met this past week in Eau Claire to organize the 
Prospectus with all reports and the items to be acted upon at this Summer’s 
Convention.  The Prospectus should be ready for distribution early in May.  
Terry Stringer has resigned his call as assistant vacancy pastor to Trinity in 
Spokane for family reasons and has returned to California.  

Call News
The Call Committee for ILC Graduates extended the following calls. 

Pastoral Call: Drew Naumann has the call to Trinity in Spokane, WA. 
Teacher Calls: Ben Hansen has the call to St. John’s in Okabena, MN. and 
Kathleen Naumann to Immanuel in Winter Haven, FL. 

Mrs. Beth Sandeen, member at Messiah Lutheran in Eau Claire, WI, has 
received the call to serve as ILC's part-time on-campus mentor for the girls 
dormitory, beginning in the 2021-22 academic year. This role is to 
complement Mr. Steve Sydow in his current role as the part-time on-campus 
counselor.

Mission Opportunities Prayer List
Myanmar – The military take-over of Myanmar has brought protests and 

violence between the military and citizens for the past couple of months. 
Several hundred civilians have been killed or injured. Our brothers and sisters 
in the NLC and the CLCM are facing danger as much of the violence is 
taking place near where they live in both Yangon and Kalaymyo. Pastor 
Kham, his family, and the orphans they care for have been taking shelter 
when gunfire erupts just blocks away. They have found bullets lodged in the 
walls of their home. All of the banks have shut down their computers and 
ATMs to prevent the military from seizing the funds. And yet amid this 
violence, they were able to travel to more rural areas during the Easter 
weekend to proclaim the Good News of the Resurrection and to baptize 
several new believers. With the recent death of Pastor Charles in Yangon, the 
ministry of the NLC-Myanmar is somewhat in flux. Pray that the Lord will 
keep and protect and provide for His people and that their faith will be 
strengthened during these uncertain times. Praise the Lord for allowing His 
word to be spread during these uncertain times and moving hearts to 
repentance and faith in our Savior!
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