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Trinity 2 Hebrews 11:5-6 6/21/20  
“5 By faith Enoch was taken up, so that he would not experience death, and he was not found 
because God took him away. For before he was taken he had this testimony, that he pleased God. 
6 But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, 
and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.” 
Dear Fellow Redeemed,  

I have to say, I found it absolutely fascinating to study the life of Enoch in preparation for this 
sermon, and I pray that by the Spirit’s guidance I will be able to relate that excitement to you all and 
the depth of meaning we learn from him.  We don’t know much about Enoch, but what we can piece 
together from the Bible is truly amazing and wonderful.  He is one of only two people in the history 
of the world that never died.  It’s very striking in Genesis 5, God is giving the genealogy of Adam 
and Eve’s descendants and each one ended the same.  

“Adam lived nine hundred and thirty years; and he died.” 
“Seth lived nine hundred and twelve years; and he died.” 
“Enosh lived nine hundred and five years; and he died.”  
And on it goes, but when it came to Enoch, it doesn’t say that.  “Enoch walked with God; and he 

was not, for God took him.”  His life on this earth clearly ended differently than all the rest.  The 
writer to the Hebrews wants to make sure we understand exactly what happened.  “By faith Enoch 
was taken up, so that he would not experience death, and he was not found because God took him 
away.”  God simply took him out of this world and straight to heaven without dying.   

That in itself makes him worth our attention, but he has so much more to teach us.  Enoch is 
known as the man who “Walked with God.”  The account in Genesis 5 mentions twice that Enoch 
walked with God.  That is clearly the lesson God wants us to take note of.  So we will consider: 

Enoch Teaches Us… 
1. What it means for us to Walk with God.  And 
2. What it does for us to Walk with God.   

I -  What does it Mean to Walk with God 
The first thing that caught my attention is in the Genesis account where it says, “After he begot 

Methuselah, Enoch walked with God three hundred years, and had sons and daughters.”  It sounds 
like before Enoch had his first son, he wasn’t all that concerned about walking with God.  Was it just 
having a son that make Enoch get more serious about his faith and his life with God thinking about 
the responsibility of raising children?  Possibly, having children has had that effect on many.  That 
tells us that as long as you are still alive it’s not too late to get more serious about your life with God.  
If you have been rather lax in your faith, more concerned about your job or your pleasure and 
enjoyment of life or anything else, Enoch teaches us that it’s not too late to make some changes and 
start to truly walk with God.   

And if you are walking with God daily, also note that Enoch continued to walk with God for 300 
years until he was taken from this world.  He didn’t just try it for a while and then go back to his old 
ways.  This became his way of life for the rest of his life.   

So what does it mean to Walk with God?  Our text actually explains that in a very interesting way.  
I want to show you something that you wouldn’t know unless you really dig deeply. 

When the writer to the Hebrews says about Enoch, “that he pleased God,” he is actually quoting 
from the Septuagint.  The Septuagint was a Greek translation of the Hebrew Old Testament that was 
in use during the time of Jesus and the Apostles.  The Hebrew in Genesis 5 says, “Enoch walked 
with God.”  The Septuagint translated that, or rather interpreted that to mean “Enoch pleased God.”  
Now that is not a very accurate translation, but the interesting thing is that the Holy Spirit chose to 
use the Septuagint translation here in our text.  So the Holy Spirit is giving His stamp of approval on 
that interpretation.  To “Walk with God” means pretty much the same thing as to “be pleasing to 
God.”  But then the writer to the Hebrews quickly reminds us, “But without faith it is impossible to 
please Him.”  

You remember how God spoke from heaven and said of Jesus, “This is My beloved Son, in whom 
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I am well pleased.”  God was well pleased with Jesus because He was perfect-Holy.  But we are 
sinners.  Enoch was a sinner.  So no one can ever be pleasing to God UNLESS they are connected to 
Jesus by faith.  Last week we learned from Abel that living by faith begins with confessing our sins 
and trusting in the sacrifice of Jesus to pay for our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  
That is the only way we can be accepted by God or pleasing to God.   

Do you see the logic?  The Bible says Enoch pleased God, and it is impossible to please God 
without faith.  Therefore Enoch had to be living BY FAITH.  Faith which confessed his sins and 
trusted in Jesus’ sacrifice to cleanse him.  That’s what it means to walk with God.  To live by faith.   

Now Enoch also teaches us that living by faith involves the way we walk; the way we live our 
life.  Just think about the picture of walking together with someone.  When you go for a walk with 
someone, that of course requires that you are both going in the same direction and the same speed.  
You can’t just go where and how you want.  You agree to walk side by side going in the same 
direction.  Going for a walk with someone isn't just about getting somewhere.  Isn’t it more about the 
conversation, the friendship, the companionship or fellowship?   

What a beautiful picture of the life of faith!  The life of faith is like going for a walk with God.  
We don’t go where we want, we don’t do our own thing, but agree to go where God wants.  We let 
Him lead the way and try to stay close by His side.  Along the way we enjoy His companionship and 
fellowship; the conversation.  We listen to His voice in His Word, and we talk to Him in our prayers.   

Our text gives us another word of explanation: “For he who comes to God must believe that He is, 
and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.”  In short, to walk with God we have to 
believe what He says in His word.  First we believe that He “is,” that He exists; that He is real.  But 
as we saw last week, that is not enough, for Cain knew and believed that God existed.   

True faith also involves believing, “That He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.”  In 
other words that He will truly keep all His promises. We’re not walking with God if we only believe 
the things we like or the things we approve of.  Walking with God means accepting everything that 
He says and trusting everything He does.  To go with Him side by side throughout your life? 

And believing everything He says means putting it into practice in our life.  As Jesus said, 
“Whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his 
house on the rock.” Matt. 7:24  Our walk refers to how we live our life. 

In short, walking with God means to live a life of faith; faith which confesses our sins and is 
cleansed by the blood of Jesus Christ, and faith which delights in the word of God and wants to 
know and do what God says.  When we walk with God in this way we too will be truly pleasing to 
God.    Enoch also teaches us:  

II -  What Walking with God does for us.  
Some hesitate to walk with God because they don’t want to give up their own will, their own 

desires.  They want to go their own way, not God’s way.  But in reality, God’s way is so much better 
than our way.  Once Enoch began walking with God he didn’t want to stop.  It was a great way of 
life that he continued for 300 years until he was taken up to be with God.  

Let’s just think about a few of the benefits to walking with God.  
First of all, walking with God is the most comforting way to live. 
I remember when I was a young child, when we first started camping, I was afraid to walk to the 

washroom in the dark by myself.  I imagined there were wolves in the woods watching me ready to 
pounce on me.  But when I walked hand in hand with my father, I wasn’t afraid at all.  I knew He 
would protect me from anything that might be out there.  That’s what it is like walking with God 
through life.  There is nothing to be afraid of, we have God with us, holding us by the hand.  As Paul 
says, “If God is for us, who can be against us?” Rom. 8:31   

Remember, walking with God involves believing all of God’s promises.  When He promises “I 
will never leave you, nor forsake you,” (Heb. 13:5) then believe Him and know that He is always 
with you.  There is nothing to fear.  When He says that “He works all things together for good to 
those who love Him,” Rom. 8:28, then you can know and be sure that even the things that seem 
tragic, will be used for our good.  You can know that everything God does is good.  You don’t ever 
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have to doubt or question.  Even when we don’t understand, we know it is true.   
Did any of you see the report on CTV a little while ago?  Psychologists are concerned that suicide 

rates will skyrocket as a result of the Covid 19 pandemic.  They say that the constant threat of dying 
from the disease, plus the loss of jobs and increase in unemployment, as well as the social isolation 
is causing a rise in anxiety and will likely result in a higher rate of drug overdoses and suicides.   

When you don’t walk with God, things like this can cause fear and despair and a sense of 
hopelessness.  But when you walk with God you know that this is just another little hill in the path of 
life that God is leading you on.  And if the hill gets too steep for you to climb, God will carry you 
over it.  So we can remain at peace in our hearts.  What a reassuring, comforting life it is to walk 
with God hand in hand throughout our life.   

More than that, Walking with God is a way to escape death. 
God spared Enoch from death. “By faith Enoch was taken up, so that he would not experience 

death.”  God simply took him to heaven.  Wouldn’t that be wonderful?  The truth is, Enoch is a 
living example of what Jesus does for all believers who walk with God.  Jesus has conquered death 
for us and has delivered us from death.  Jesus says, “He who lives and believes in my shall never 
die.”  John 11 Jesus also says that He is the true bread from heaven that “One may eat of it and not 
die.” John 6:50.  Jesus suffered death for us so that we do not have to die, we only sleep in Jesus.  
Our bodies will rest in the ground, but He will come and wake us up again.  That gives us 
tremendous comfort in knowing as Paul says, that not even death “can separate us from the love of 
God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Rom. 8:38-39 

Enoch can also reassure us greatly when a loved one dies in the faith.  Think about it, Enoch did 
not die, but the effect was the same for all of his family, and believe me there were a lot of them.  He 
left behind many children and grandchildren and great grandchildren.  I’m sure they all missed him 
just as much as we miss a family member who dies.  Not only did he have many children and 
grandchildren, but he also had many ancestors who were still alive.  He was survived by his father, 
grand father, great grand father, great great grand father, and his great great great grand father, all the 
way back to Seth, along with their other children and families.  Adam was the only one of his 
forefathers who had died.  So that gives you an idea of how young he was when God took him from 
this world.  He only 365 years old.  You might think, that’ not very young!  But remember the 
average life was over 900 years old.  So he only lived a little over one third of the average.  That 
would be like someone today dying in their thirties.   

If a father would die at 33 years old, we would think what a sad tragedy!  And feel sorry for their 
families.  But do you feel that way about Enoch?  Why did God take him from his family so soon?  
We don’t know, but we don’t think of it as a sad tragedy.  It was a privilege.  It was a reward of his 
faith that God gave him because he walked with God.  He got to go to heaven.  What a joy! 

Isn’t it the same when a loved one dies in the faith even if they are young?  We don’t need to 
question why God took them so young.  We don’t need to get angry with God.  When we walk with 
God and trust His promises, especially the promise of eternal life in Christ, then we can rejoice when 
God takes one of His own to heaven.  We will still miss them and that can bring sorrow into our 
lives, but when we walk with God He will comfort us in that loss and we can turn to Him.  We don’t 
know why God lets people die young but when we are walking with God, we can live in the 
confidence of knowing that God’s will is always best.   

There is one more truly fascinating thing about Enoch, but that will have to wait till next week as 
we take a closer look at his son, Methuselah.  For now Enoch teaches us, no he urges us to walk with 
God throughout your life.  Live in humble, repentant faith.  Delight in God’s word, listen to it and 
follow it.  Enjoy the Peace of walking side by side with the Almighty.  And you too, will escape from 
death, because Christ has won the victory over death and hell for you.   

Walk with God and live. 
  Amen.
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