
8th Sun. after Trinity Jeremiah 29:11  7/25/21  

“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to give you peace, not disaster, plans 
to give you hope and a future.” (Jeremiah 29:11 EHV). 

Dear Fellow Redeemed, 
Last week we considered how God is in Control of your life.  Even though He gives us a certain 

amount of control over certain things, He remains in control of everything and makes everything 
work out for our good.  That includes the things we mess up and the multitude of things that we have 
no control over.  Today we want to consider that  

God is in Control of the Accidents and Disasters in Life! 
Think about it, if God is in control of everything, is there really any such thing as an accident?  

That really depends on your perspective.  From our perspective, we talk about accidents as tragic 
incidents that cause damage or harm which no one intends to happen and nobody sees coming to be 
able to avoid it.  They may be caused by our own clumsiness or carelessness, or it could be 
something apart from us that no one could have foreseen, like when a strong gust of wind came up 
and literally blew a small car off the Mackinac Bridge in Michigan and the woman who was driving 
was drown.  It wasn’t anyone’s fault, no one had imagined something like that could happen, but it 
did.  We call that an accident.   

That is looking at these incidents from our perspective.  From our point of view they are 
Unintended, Unforeseen and possibly even Unavoidable, so we call them accidents.  However, if we 
look at these same incidents from God’s perspective, are any of them really accidents?   

God sees and knows everything that will ever happen.  For example God says in Isaiah 46:9-11, “I 
am God, and there is none like Me, declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times 
things that are not yet done, saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, and I will do all My pleasure,’  Calling 
a bird of prey from the east, the man who executes My counsel, from a far country. Indeed I have 
spoken it;  I will also bring it to pass.  I have purposed it; I will also do it.”  So there is nothing 
unforeseen by God.  He sees and knows everything.   

That passage also indicates that God not only sees and knows the future, He plans and controls 
the future.  “Indeed I have spoken it;  I will also bring it to pass.  I have purposed it; I will also do 
it.”  God plans and controls what will happen.  So as far as God is concerned there is nothing 
unintentional?  We had an example of that in our Old Testament reading from 1 Kings 22.  Wicked 
king Ahab tried to disguise himself as he went into battle.  He wore the armor of a plain soldier and 
stayed back in the ranks.  In battle nobody was coming after Ahab but we read, “Now a certain man 
drew a bow at random, and struck the king of Israel between the joints of his armor.” vs. 34 Ahab 
died that evening of his wounds.  Now from our perspective we would say what an unlucky break.  
What are the chances that this random arrow would hit Ahab in the one little tiny spot where it could 
get through his armor. It seemed like pure chance, except God’s prophet told Ahab beforehand that 
he would die in that battle.  It wasn’t just chance, that arrow hit its target by God’s design and 
direction.  

Now this does not mean that God is always the cause every accident or disaster.  God did not 
directly cause any of Job’s troubles and misery.  Satan was the cause of all of it.  But God had the 
final say in it.  Satan could not do anything at all to Job unless God gave the go ahead.  Everything 
has to pass God’s approval.   

Even from our perspective almost every accident is avoidable IF you can foresee it.  If you are 
alert to the fact that an accident could happen, you can usually do something to avoid it.  Well, God 
sees everything that’s going to happen and since He is almighty He can easily prevent any accident, 
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as He no doubt does for us every day.  If He permits some accident to happen, it is still His doing.   
So from God’s perspective there really isn’t any such thing as an accident.  Nothing happens simply 
by chance.  Jeremiah says in his book of Lamentations, “Is it not from the mouth of the Most High 
that woe and well-being proceed?” Lam. 3:38   

God gives that as proof that He is the one true God.  Jesus also foretold His own betrayal and then 
said, “I am telling you this now, before it takes place, that when it does take place you may believe 
that I am.” John 13:19  No one else can do that.  

Isn’t that the greatest comfort to know that the one who knows the future, controls the future.  
Your life is not just a sequence of random, uncontrolled events. The accidents and tragedies that 
happen are not just the product of blind chance or bad luck.  Every Accident and Disaster is a part 
of God’s plan and therefore has a Purpose.   

The question is What is God’s Purpose? 
In the case of Ahab, that random arrow hit him and killed him as God’s judgment against him.  He 

was a wicked, rebellious king who brought Baal worship into Israel.  He did not listen to the 
prophets God sent to him, so God brought this judgment on him.  But why does God let accidents 
and disasters happen in the lives of His children?   That is the age old question, “Why do bad things 
happen to good people?”  Why do accidents happen?  Why do some people have more accidents and 
troubles than others?   We were reminded last week that God makes everything work together for 
good to those who love Him.  How can tragic accidents and disasters possibly be for our good? 

Why did Rosemarie fall and badly injure herself?  Why did Jyothi Benjamin get Covid 19 and 
spend 45 days in the hospital and another 20 days recovering at his brother’s home.  He was taken 
away from his family and the work of the church in India for over two months.  Others get Covid 
and are only mildly sick for a week.  There is a family in our church in Mankato.  About 35 years 
ago the mother was in a car accident and she was paralyzed.  She has been a quadriplegic ever since.  
A short time later their son was cliff diving and hit a rock and was paralyzed.  He has been a 
paraplegic ever since.  Two terrible accidents happened to the same family, while many other 
families never have such tragedies.  Why?   

Many people today call it Karma.  If you do good, good will come back to you.  If you do evil, 
you will receive some evil in return.  In other words, you get what you deserve.  We can thank God 
that we don’t get what we deserve.  If we did, we would receive far worse than any accident or 
tragedy.   

God tells us that accidents and other tragedies happen to God’s children because God loves us.  
That sounds nonsensical!  God loves you and so He is going to let you get hurt?  Some would say, 
“With friends like that who needs enemies?”  I can do without that kind of love.  Listen again to 
what God says in our text: “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to give you 
peace, not disaster, plans to give you hope and a future.”  For the Child of God, everything that 
happens in your life is always a part of God’s plan to give you peace, hope and a future.   

In order to understand this we need to remember that God first spoke these words to His people of 
Judah just before the most tragic, difficult days of their lives.  Nebuchadnezzar was about to besiege 
and destroy Jerusalem.  The people of Jerusalem would suffer starvation as they were cut off from all 
supplies in the siege.  Their families and friends would be killed as the Babylonian army broke 
through the walls and attacked the city.  Their homes were going to be burned and destroyed.  The 
Temple of God would be reduced to rubble.  The people that survived would be led away in chains 
to live in a foreign land.  This would be the most horrible time of suffering and loss.  And why did it 
all happen?  Because God had a plan to give them peace and hope, it was God’s plan to give them a 
future.   

That is a very striking statement.  How can destroying your home, killing your family and taking 

2



you to a foreign land give you peace, hope and a future?  We need to understand that God is NOT 
primarily concerned about giving you a peaceful life of comfort in this world.  He is concerned about 
those things too, but that is not His main concern for you.  His main concern is that you have peace 
with Him, and that you have real hope for a future with Him; not in this world but in heaven.  You 
see the people of Judah were living a relatively peaceful and prosperous life.  They thought they had 
all they needed.  But they did not have peace with God.  They had turned away from God and were 
living in open opposition to God.  Therefore they did not have His forgiveness.  As a result they had 
no hope for a future either.  They thought they did.  They thought their future looked as bright as any.  
That is because, like the majority of people today, they were only thinking about their future in this 
world.  They thought this life is all there is, and that’s all they were concerned about.  They didn’t 
realize that their future was an eternity of suffering God’s wrath and punishment against their sin.   

But God had a plan to give them a future with Him; a bright future of true eternal peace and 
happiness and joy forever.  In order to do that, He had to take some drastic action. He had to take 
away their false hope for peace and a future, to shake them out of their complacency and unbelief 
that they might return to God in repentance.   

Now if God lets some tragic accident or calamity come into your life, that doesn’t mean that God 
is saying you have lost your faith like the people of Judah and He is trying some desperate measures 
to call you back to Him.  No, this is just one example of how tragedies can be a part of God’s plan to 
give you peace and hope and a future.  It is a reminder that God’s primary concern for you is for 
your Spiritual growth that you may have peace with Him and for your hope of a future with Him in 
paradise.  God has many other reasons and purposes for allowing accident and tragedies in our life.  
We may never know or understand all the reasons for them.  In this life “we walk by faith and not by 
sight.”  Next Sunday we will examine a few of the reasons that God has revealed to us in His word.  
But even though we may not understand, we can know that every accident, every tragedy, every 
form of suffering in your life is part of God’s loving plan to give you peace, and hope and an eternal 
future with Him.  It is always meant for your spiritual and eternal good and for the strengthening of 
you faith.   

We can be absolutely sure of that because God has already given His most cherished possession, 
His one and only Son.  Last weeks text from Romans 8:28 promised “that all things work together 
for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose.” God goes on 
in the next verses to show why we can be sure that is true.  He chose us already in eternity to be His 
own.  He already gave His Son to pay the tremendous price for our sins.  Then He says, “He who did 
not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give 
us all things?”  Any accident or calamity is part of God’s plan to strengthen us in our faith and keep 
us for eternal life with Him.  He has planned it, He will do it.   

When Julie and I were on our way home from the Convention, we stayed a short while with one 
of my older cousins in Spokane.  She told me a story about my Oma and Opa that I had never heard 
before.  She knew them quite well because she lived with them for a number of years.  My Oma had 
a miscarriage and was understandably quite distraught.  My Opa comforted her by saying, 
“Everything is exactly as it should be.”   

Remember that next time some “accident” happens to you.  If you fall and injure yourself.  If you 
are in an accident and  are badly injured.  If some one you love is hurt or sick or even dies.  
Whatever sorrow and pain comes into your life, remember “everything is exactly as it should be.”  
This trouble and sorrow didn’t happen by chance or bad luck.  It is exactly as it should be because it 
is part of God’s loving plan for you; His plan to give you peace, and hope and a future.  Whether you 
understand it or not, you can rest in peace and rejoice knowing that God is in Control!  

  Amen.
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